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Sound : In the 1920s, the development of electronic sound recording technologies made it 
practical to incorporate a soundtrack of speech, music and sound effects synchronized with 
the action on the screen.citation needed The resulting sound films were initially 
distinguished from the usual silent moving pictures or movies by calling them talking 
pictures or talkies.citation needed The revolution they wrought was swift. By 1930, silent 
film was practically extinct in the US and already being referred to as the old 
medium.citation needed 


Impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on cinema : The COVID-19 pandemic has had a 
substantial impact on the film industry in 2020 and 2021, mirroring its impacts across all 
arts sectors. Across the world and to varying degrees, cinemas and movie theaters have 
been closed, festivals have been cancelled or postponed, and film releases have been moved 
to future dates or delayed indefinitely. Due to cinemas and movie theaters closing, the 
global box office has dropped by billions of dollars, streaming has seen a significant 
increase in popularity and the stock of film exhibitors has also dropped dramatically. Many 
blockbusters originally scheduled to be released since mid-March 2020 have been 
postponed or canceled around the world, with film productions also halted. This, in turn, has 
created openings for independent cinema productions to receive wider exposure. 1 


Productions See also: List of films impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic § Productions Film 
productions in the key outbreak zones predominantly China, South Korea, and Italy have 
changed their schedules, changed location, or have shut down completely. Sony Pictures 
closed its offices in London, Paris, and Poland after an employee was thought to have been 
exposed to the virus.7 The Writers Guild of America and SAG-AFTRA have canceled all in- 
person meetings.31 The Hengdian World Studios in Dongyang, China, has closed 


indefinitely.82 The Filipino movie studios Star Cinema, Regal Entertainment, and Cinema 
One Originals also suspended shooting of their films, effective March 15, the same day as a 
quarantine in Metro Manila and Cainta, Rizal was enacted.161 
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